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There hawve beehn slgns recantly of Lncreasad Bovict g
Errl :;,';__'":' sotivity in the Secanfdinavien countries.
]

]

(wec e 44| 2, A nunber of high level vieite have taken place and

TG uull 1963

iy more are planned, Binece the end of February the Finnish
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{ er:.ur/g_ Erime Minioter hae wipited the Boviet Unilon, Wr. Gromyko

hag been to Horway and Denmark ond Mr. Kosygin has hesn
the unexpectedly senior head of & EBoviet delegation to
Finland. puring the coming few months the Bwedich Forelimn
Minister and the Danish Prime Minister nre to vislt the
Boviet Unlcn.
5. It i1 pogaible that NWr. Ehruakeheay himself contemplates
Flag A p vigit to Scendinavise. BSpeculation etarted at the
baginning n-rr Hareh arfter he hed dropped a hint to this
erffect to the Bwedish Anbassador in NoBCOW. Mr, Stewart
¥lag B has muggested that Mr, Oromyko's vielts wers arranged in
arder to pave the way Tor Mr. EKhrushohev. The Danes
have claimed that Mr, Krag's visit to the Soviet Unicn nead
not entail sn inv#etion in return but if it came to the
point, and not least if the Finns appenled for co-cperation
all the Beendinavian countries would probably recelve
Khruahchey in thelr turn,.
L. The Dueeisns meam alec to be making an effort to cxpair
Flag & thoir Hcandinavien trads, Hecent increases in thelir
pxports to Pinlsrd are cxpliceble in the context of the
long-atanding failure of Soviet exports to matoh their
| importa s But 1t is worth noting that the main emphasals
Auring Mr. Kesygpin's rocent wvieit te Finland Tar the 15th

l Armiversary of the Peanno-8cviat Pact was on the importanee

of Permo—8owist frade, The Fussisang have pecently placed
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g gubstantial ovder for ships in Swedsn, ard Lthey hove

nnnnyrn,gﬂd s Danieh fizs ta hepe TN !rmﬂu-ﬂﬂem
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B (ne further urﬂa in which the Soviet Unicn naﬂ

appeared um{].-::uuu t.-:~ be helpfal t{- ﬂ-ua Basndinaviaps la in
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CONFIDENTIAL
the develorment af theair ad joining Northern territories, j
The Norwegian Frime Minieter epoke in favour of more joint
developnent schemes in July 1962 aince when the Russisns
have raipssd the nattc; Cn many occasiond and ssked what he
had in mind. Three speciflc suggestions were put to Mr.
Gromyke in Morway: dfurther joint hydre—selectrie sahame,
Improvemsnts in touriet trarfic and trade acreas the. frontier,
He was gensrally encouraging but had ne portioulsr somment o
meka , Oo-operatlon with the Soviet Union was sles raised
during the March Merdie Council meating hy Pinland, Flens for
developing the Nertheérn parts of Norwey ara, of couree, like
the Eirkenee project over which the Pinns are delaying, aimsd
6t improving conditicne end living standardse an that thay no
longer lag behind thoee acroes the Eussisn frontier,  But
though the Russisne would thereby lessen the prasent comparative
effsctivensss of Commmist propagenda in the area, they no doubt
caloulate that they can reap valuable dividends frem a polioy
of co=oparation. -
B. If it is indeed true that the Russisne are making a
deliberate attempt to improve their image in Seandineavia, then
their intentiona aore probably te expleit the scenomic difri-
culties regulting from the Prussels fallure gnd perhaps also to
waaken the adherence of Nerway end Denmark to NATO at a tln_un
when the Alliance is considering the gueation of nuclear fares
in which nelthetr country i willing .t.q- participata, Economi-
cally the moment is propitious for Beviet blanishments,
particulerly to Dennarlk which hag been most hesvily hit, o
would expect the Buessiana to try to foater aiuagrzn_mnnt within
HATO mt & time suah as the present when importasnt plane are
under consideration, E.M. Ambpzeador haw inferred that the Flag D
Norwegians told Mr, Gronykeo of '11:-h4:ir decision to take ne pprt
in s HATO. rrn.11f11£'r.m~a]_ hu-::l,k_".:l.:" foree during his vielt. bl’l,‘i]flnl_'t-r
iz ne resson tp“ﬂlimcust: hewever that his arguments huﬂ"linﬂ.uenuaﬂ

the declalaon,
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CONPIDERTIAL

7. A8 to ocur own attitude I do not think that we need be
unduly worried mbout the sffect of Soviet blandishmente {even
i made personally by Mr. Ehruohshew) sn the Beandinavian
countries, It is not part of cur poliey to isolate them

rrom the Soviet Undon and in po feor ae thors are genuing oopmon
interests in improving relationa, we should not he averse

tc thia, We must, of ccourse, make sure that cur own

polieies are understood by the Scandinavians. 8o far ap
Horway arl Denmark are ecneerncd, their membership of MATO
anmared this. As pagapdes Swaden T think that the recont
dipeueeions in London with the Prime Minlster and Forelg
MHindoter will sarve the purpoae for quite some time to coma,
Pinlard ip snother and g more difficult matter though I should
hope that cur sfforts over the Pesce Treatly re-interpretation
will bring dividenda for the immediate future, The

Prime Mindster's decisich to vieit Finland and Bweden during

Augnat i85 8511 to the Sood.

A'nﬂ: ﬁ (R, H. Moson)

April 30, 19635
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